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Dear Morning Star,
The time does fly. Since our last

newsletter was published, we’ve had
two highly successful fund-raisers, the
Celtic Classic/Morning Star 5K and
the Salute to the Troops concert.

Hats off to our event organizers,
Tom Kolepp and Jim Vitale. These
events were successful on several
fronts. They raised money, significant
amounts. And they were well sup-
ported by our Club members. The 5K
galvanized our volunteer corps into an
impressive level of energy and hosted
a record number of runners. And the
Concert was attended by over half the
Club along with an enthusiastic crowd
of around 260.

Last Thursday, November 8, the
program was a Club Assembly, the
main topic being the future of the
Celtic Classic 5K. We discussed the
Club’s disappointment at losing the
control and direction of the race,
balancing that toward the money that
was raised for Bethlehem Special
Olympics, and the enthusiasm and
energy and FUN that members and
volunteers had that day and the days
leading up to the race. We talked
about the indispensable contributions
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that the two organizations bring to this
effort. Celtic Classic Alliance provides
an exciting event to tie the race to
(Celtic Fest), branding, association
with the Celtic theme, and advertising
visibility to potential runners. Morning
Star Rotary galvanizes a huge volun-
teer corps (we work really hard) and
chases down sponsorships.

In a straw poll the Club over-
whelmingly endorsed (no votes
against) moving ahead with future
races, with the stipulation that it be a
partnership between the two organiza-
tions. The Board will take this direc-
tion to negotiate a fair and equitable
agreement with CCA that in true
Rotary fashion pursues fairness and
benefit to all concerned. Thanks to all
who participated in the discussion.

We turn our attention to the
holidays. We hope to see a large
turnout for the Christmas Holiday
party on 12/6, at the Sun Inn. Jim
Santanasto and his group are planning
a festive and hugely enjoyable evening
for us.

And I can’t close the November
letter without saying a word about the
RI Foundation, that global charity that
truly sets Rotary apart as a civic
organization. EREY. Every Rotary
Every Year. As every year, we ask
each Rotarian to consider giving $100
as they are able. Together, we do so
much good globally.

Yours in Rotary,
Pres. Ron Helmuth

JOINT
THANKSGIVING
MEETING
Fellow Rotarians,

It is with great pleasure that I
report that our Thanksgiving Joint
meeting with other “Area 2” Rotary
clubs will have an unforgettably
moving program. The multimedia
presentation titled “How Africa
Changed Us” will be presented by the
REV. GORDON B. MOWRER of
the Moravian Church, and MR.
HARRY FISHER of the Morning
Call.

Join us at the Moravian Village in
Bethlehem at 12:00 PM on Wednesday
November 21, 2007. We will be
inspired by fresh examples of “Service
Above Self” as we prepare to give
thanks for our many blessings.

With Warm Regards,
Ham Malek
Bethlehem Rotary Club

(Note: Moravian Village is on Wood
Street just off Broad Street, across
from the Post Office.)
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Rotaplast On-Air Auction
WFMZ Channel 69
December 8, 2007
7:00 - 10:00 PM
Dear Fellow Rotarians:

You can make the difference in the lives of over 100
young children with cleft lip and palate deformities, and
give them a chance for a normal and productive life. You
can also assist police departments throughout the district
through our D.A.R.E. chapters in educating our local
youth about substance abuse and its dangers.

In February 2008 a team of 10 of our own District’s
Rotarians and at least 15 volunteer medical staff will travel
to Barquisimeto, Venezuela where they will join with local
Rotarians to conduct corrective surgeries on children that
will brighten their future... the proceeds of this auction
will underwrite much of the cost of this mission. What can
you do to help?

You may have already been made aware of this Rota-
plast On-Air Auction and of our district Rotarians’ Rota-
plast efforts during recent club meetings in October. Below
are some additional details as well as an update on the status
of the auction which will be broadcast live on Channel 69,
WFMZ, Saturday, December 8, from 7-10 PM.

• District 7430 is very fortunate to have Michael Mattie,
a member of the Warrington Club, previously with the
Philadelphia Club among its ranks. During his tenure
with the Philadelphia Club, Michael was very instru-
mental in serving on the on-air auction committee for
five years. Michael brings a wealth of experience and
knowledge to the planning and execution of our
auction. He has also agreed to be master of ceremonies,
for the on-air piece.

• We have set a contribution goal of $100,000 worth of
items for the auction which would result in an esti-
mated minimum net profit of $40,000. Items are
solicited with a minimum value of $100 with an
emphasis on vacation getaways, golf packages, etc.
Service items such as financial planning will not be
accepted. While the auction will primarily benefit our
Rotaplast missions, 10% of the proceeds will be distrib-
uted amongst D.A.R.E. chapters within our District.

• Carol Kavanuagh, president of “Click”, an independent
marketing and event production firm in Hilton Head,
South Carolina has been retained as a consultant to
help with the effort. Carol has produced the
VanLandingham (SC) Club’s very successful on-air
auction for the past eight years. She has twenty two
years experience as an event consultant.

As a member of the finest Rotary District in the
country, I’m asking for your assistance in a few key areas
that will help make this event an unqualified success.
• First, contribute or solicit items for the auction.

Items with a minimum value of $100 such as restaurant
certificates, golf packages, jewelry, unique gifts, an-
tiques, services such as printing, spa or beauty treat-
ments, car detailing and landscaping, also vacation
excursions including; cruises, vacation getaways, time
shares, etc.

• Second, please host a “Rotaplast On-Air Auction
Party” during the televised event. Invite 15 or more of
your friends to watch the auction in your home, and bid
on some of the items. Each of our clubs hosting two or
more parties will greatly aid in making this effort successful.

The following documents are available on the District
website www.rotarydistrict7430.org  and provide valuable
information for you to directly participate in the success of
the event.... please click in and contribute and help solicit
other donors...

Item Contribution Form
Rotaplast Auction Party Invitation
Auction Announcement Flyer
Rotaplast FAQ’s          Donor FAQ’s

Please visit the site to stay in touch with the event as
items and any other auction news is updated. Your consid-
eration and assistance with the points listed above will be
invaluable in making the first ever Rotaplast Channel 69
On-Air Auction a worthwhile initiative for two very
worthy charities... Thank you and please help show that
“Rotary Shares”

Yours in Rotary Service,
Gerry Long
District Governor

Updated Information:
  • Auction will be conducted both by internet bidding

and by call in bidding; phone numbers will be posted
by December 3rd.

 • See auction instructions at our website -
www.rotarydistrict7430.org

 • Bidders will be able to register online and after Decem-
ber 4th.

 • You can preview the auction catalog of items starting
the week of December 3rd.

 • On-line bidding will be open starting before the actual
on-air portion of the auction, but final bids will be
during the live “On-Air” part of the auction December
8th.  Check the District website for further announce-
ments and instructions and listings of what items are
available in the auction.



Welcome New Members
Kathleen “Kathy” Diamandopoulos
Education/Donor Relations
Senior Gift Officer
DeSales University

2755 Station Ave., Center Valley, PA 18034
610-282-1100 x-1308    Fax: 610-282-2059

Residence:
116 Seventh St., Whitehall, PA 18052
610-433-5740

Birthday: Nov. 8     Spouse: Dimitri
kathy.diamondopoulos@desales.edu

Gretchen Vakiener
Healthcare Administration
Executive Director
Traditions of Hanover

5300 Northgate Dr., Bethlehem, PA
610-882-0400   Fax: 610-216-5552

Residence:
276 Saddle Dr., Bethlehem, PA 18020
610-759-7614

Birthday: Dec. 7  Spouse:  Craig
g_vakiener@yahoo.com

NOMINATING
COMMITTEE
SLATE
The Nominating Committee presents
the following slate of candidates to
serve Morning Star Rotary during the
2008-09 Rotary Year:

PRESIDENT ELECT ... Jim Santanasto

SECRETARY ............Val Walk

TREASURER ............Cheryle Russo

BOARD MEMBERS 2008-2010 (four)
Ken Gilson
Mike Long
Don Scanlon
Eileen Taff

BOARD MEMBER 2008-09 (one)
Chuck Uhl
(Position open by Jim Santanasto
becoming President Elect)

Note: The following people were
previously elected, and will serve on
the 2008-2009 Morning Star Board:

PRESIDENT .............Dave Cincera

PAST PRESIDENT ....Ron Helmuth

BOARD MEMBERS 2007-2009
Eileen Dunn
Mary Matz
John St. Clair
(Jim Santanasto to Pres. Elect)

The club election will be held at a
regular meeting in December.

We thank all those who have agreed to
serve!

The Nominating Committee:
Dave Cincera, Chair
Charlotte Hartmann-Hansen
Tom Hartzell
Jean Searfoss
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HOLIDAY PARTY AT SUN INN
Please join us for a wonderful Morning Star
holiday get-together at the Sun Inn on Main Street!

Thursday, December 6  • 5:30 to 7:30 pm
$25 per person

Lucious Hors d’oeuvres
Mini crab ball with cocktail sauce
Spanakopita (spinach and feta cheese in philo dough)
Ravioli with marinara sauce
Fresh fruit platter with dip
Cheese and cracker platter
Fresh vegetable platter with dip

Beverages Provided
Non alcoholic punch
Beer and wine selection
(Bring your own if you prefer something else)

Live Christmas music - jazz format, by students from the LV
Charter School for the Performing Arts.

Parking - Walnut Street and North Street parking decks.

RSVP- Sign up at a meeting or email Jim:  jsantanast@aol.com
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Officers & Directors 07-08
PRESIDENT

Ron Helmuth ............. ron.helmuth@rcn.com

PRESIDENT-ELECT

Dave Cincera ............. davcin@rcn.com

SECRETARY

Val Walk ..................... val@btcu.org

TREASURER

Cheryle Russo ............ cheryle.russo@pnc.com

PAST PRESIDENT

Tom Mohr ................. tnymohr@verizon.net

BOARD  MEMBERS

7/1/06 - 6/30/08:
Rich Hyde .................. rhyde@ezmicro.com

(replaces Sarah Kunert/Donna Green)
Betty Langensiepen.... pastor@stpetersallentown.com
Jean Searfoss ............. jsearfoss@cementemployers.com

(replaces Val Walk - now Secretary)
Jim Vitale ................... JmVtale@aol.com

7/1/07 - 6/30/09:
Eileen Dunn ............... Ed.dunn@rcn.com
Mary Matz ................. wilmarmatz@verizon.net
Jim Santanasto ........... jsantanast@aol.com
John St. Clair ............. jbstc@rcn.com

“Cops ‘n’ Kids”
Sponsors

Thanks to these Morning Star members
for sponsoring an upcoming month of our book
donations  to the Cops ‘n’ Kids program:

November Charlie Incalcaterra
December Gary & Betty

Langensiepen

* Please advise Pres. Elect Ron Helmuth if you can
volunteer to sponsor any month January - June 2008.

www.morningstarrotary.org

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

NOVEMBER . . .
  8 Kathy Diamondopoulos
20 Cheryle Russo

DECEMBER . . .
  1 Silvio Panseri
  3 Gary Hartney
  7 Gretchen Vakiener
18 Carol Perfect
24 Judi Dexter
27 Barbara Seifert-Sigmon

Calendar
November is RI’s Rotary Foundation Month

Nov.   2 ....... Salute the Troops Concert

Nov.   6 ....... Board Meeting at PNC Bank

Nov. 21 ....... JOINT THANKSGIVING
Lunch Meeting at Moravian Village

Nov. 22 ....... Happy Thanksgiving  - No Meeting

Nov. 23 ....... RING BELL for Salvation Army
At Christkindlmarkt

Dec.   4 ....... Board Meeting at PNC Bank

Dec.   6 ....... HOLIDAY PARTY at Sun Inn

Dec.   8 ....... RI Dist. 7430 LIVE AUCTION
For Rotaplast on WFMZ

Dec.  13...... CLUB ELECTIONS at meeting

Dec.  15 ...... RING BELL for Salvation Army
At Christkindlmarkt

Dec. 20 ....... Holiday Musical Program at mtg.

Jan.  15 ...... NEW MEMBER SOIREE

Feb.   1 ....... SPAGHETTI DINNER

Feb.   7 ....... Trip to UNITED NATIONS
replaces morning meeting



ROTARY RESPONSIBILITIES
GREETER SGT. @ ARMS $2/WEEK INVOCATION INTRODUCTIONS

Nov.   1 ............. Judi Dexter ............ Val Walk.......... Susan Burnett ......... Eileen Taff ............ Joan Paul

Nov.   8 ............ Tom Kolepp .......... Mary Matz ............ Tom Mohr ............ Mike Long .... Barb Seifert-Sigmon

Nov.  15 ..........Dieter Bender ...... Jean Searfoss ........Mary Diggs ........ Ismael Arcelay ......... Ed Ortelli

Nov.  21 .....................Joint Thanksgiving Lunch with Bethlehem Rotary at Moravian Village .........

Nov.  22 .................................................. HAPPY THANKSGIVING (No morning meeting) .............

Nov.  29 ........... Erika Kicska .. Dagny Danga-Storm ... Chuck Uhl .......... __________ ........ Tom Kolepp

Dec.   6 ................................................... HOLIDAY PARTY - EVENING (No morning meeting) ......

Dec.  13 ........... __________ ........ __________ ......... Judi Dexter ......... __________ .... Barbara Garrison

Dec.  20 ........... __________ ........ __________ ........ __________ ........ __________ ........ __________

Dec.  27 ........... __________ ........ __________ ........ __________ ........ __________ ..Dagny Danga-Storm
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MEETING PROGRAMS
Program Chair:  Dave Cincera - davcin@rcn.com

NOVEMBER 2007

Nov.   8 Club Assembly (Discuss 5K and more)

Nov. 15 DAGNY DANGA-STORM, Classification Talk

Nov. 21 Joint Thanksgiving Lunch at Moravian Village (Wednesday)
REV. GORDON MOWRER, Moravian Church and
MR. HARRY FISHER, The Morning Call
“How  Africa Changed Us” (Multimedia Presentation)

Nov. 22 Happy Thanksgiving - No club meeting

Nov. 29 TIAGO MOURA
Youth Exchange Student - Prior Year Outbound

DECEMBER 2007

Dec.   6 EVENING HOLIDAY PARTY
At Sun Inn. No morning meeting

Dec.  13 RUSS PACALA  (Club Elections, too)
Green Architecture: What, Why, How

Dec.  20 HOLIDAY MUSICAL PROGRAM - Hosted by Rick Santa-ee
Including the Liberty H.S. Acapella Singers

Dec.  27 To Be Announced

www.morningstarrotary.org

Sign up at meetings or on-line!



Rotary
Foundation
“THE ROTARY FOUNDATION is the engine that drives
Rotary’s international humanitarian service.  Without
the Foundation, many of Rotary’s signature programs
wouldn’t exist.  Without the Foundation, Rotary would
be a very different and less powerful force for good in
the world.”

These comments are taken from RI President Wilkinson’s
introduction that appears in this month’s Rotarian magazine.
Without the Foundation, Rotarians would not have been in-
strumental in the fight to eradicate polio throughout the world.
Many undeveloped countries would not have water, books,
or computers that have been provided by Rotary grants.  Ar-
eas hit by disasters would not receive the funds needed from
Rotary to rebuild their shattered lives.  For Morning Star Ro-
tarians, we would not have experienced the multitude of teen-
agers who have been associated with the youth exchange, we
would not have received recent matching grants to purchase
books for Cops and Kids or purchase equipment for Victory
House, and we would not have benefited from the experi-
ences of the Group Study Exchange programs.

November is Rotary Foundation month, and as a Morn-
ing Star Rotarian, you will be asked to contribute a suggested
minimum amount of $100 to Rotary Foundation.    This in-
cludes new members as well as club members who have pre-
viously achieved Paul Harris status ($1,000 lifetime gift).
Morning Star currently has 40 active Paul Harris Fellows,
and there are 15-20 additional members who have made regular
contributions in recent years.

Matching Points are available to help members achieve
their first Paul Harris Fellow. Morning Star will match a
member’s $100 contribution to Rotary Foundation with 100
“points” towards the $1,000. (Points are available from do-
nations by former members who did not achieve Paul Harris
Fellow status.) Only one match per member, please.

The club Foundation Committee is asking club members
to contribute for the 2007-08 Rotary year (thru June 2008).
Please make your check in the amount of $100 or more pay-
able to “Rotary Foundation”, and submit it to Tom Hartzell at
a meeting or mail it to him at 1341 Biafore Ave., Bethlehem,
PA 18017.  Many members also continue to make regular
Paul Harris contributions by paying $2 per week when they
register at club meetings, and the committee encourages new
members to make their Foundation commitment using this
method. Call Tom 610-332-2450 x-206 with any questions.

Morning Star Rotary has established a goal of $5,000
for Rotary Year 2007-08.  We will need the support of ALL
Morning Star Rotarians to meet our goal.
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Ring the Bell for
Salvation Army at
Christkindlmarkt:
Black Friday Nov. 23 and
Saturday Dec. 15

We will be helping Salvation Army at a new location this
year - at the Christkindlmarkt tent at the base of Main St.

After sign-ups at our Nov. 15 meeting, we still need
volunteers to cover 4-6 pm and 6-8 pm on Nov. 23, and 6-8
pm on Dec. 15. If you can help, please contact Bill Jahn at
610-533-1846 or viajahn@gmail.com.

Or just stop by, enjoy Christkindlmarkt and drop in
what you can to help Salvation Army.

Save the Date -
New Member Soiree
Jan. 15
New Member Soiree scheduled for Tuesday January 15.
Site to be announced.  Tentative plans are heavy hors
d’oeuvres and cash bar (5:30-7:00 PM).  We hope that all
current new members (May 2007 induction & later) can
attend, in addition to a nice representation of “veteran”
members and anyone who may have missed the opportunity
to attend one of these soirees.

Thanks for support of
Rotaplast Auction!

Thanks to Rick Santee, Claire Howard and 15 other
Morning Star Rotarians for supporting the Rotaplast Auc-
tion. The combined donations will provide the auction with
SIX $100 gift cards to the Moravian Book Shop.

The Moravian Book Shop manager was so impressed
by the Rotaplast project that she donated $100 directly to
the cause!

Thanks also to members who have made individual
donations to the Auction. Morning Star is a generous
participant in this life-changing project!



NEW MEMBER SOIREE dates will be January 15, 2008 and April 22, 2008 at a location TBD! Red Badge members
need to put these dates on your calendars if you have not attended a soiree in the past! The soiree will feature new red badge
members and their spouses learning about Morning Star Rotary, Rotary International and the family of Rotary. The soiree
will feature heavy hors d’oeuvres (a first) and a cash bar. Look for future announcements. Yes the Club will pick up the cost
of the hors d’oeuvres!

EVERY THIRD THURSDAY of the month will feature the RED BADGE ROUND TABLE where all our Red badge
members will sit together at the front of the room! Those dates are NOVEMBER 15TH AND DECEMBER 20, 2007!

The Committee will be recommending to the Board that we hold quarterly happy hour meetings at a place TBD between
5:30 & 7:00 PM. This will serve as a make up meeting, cost will be a $7.00 per person with a cash bar and HEAVY hors
d’oeuvres! It will also be recommended that the fellowship committee assume responsibility for this event!

Tom Hartzell, attending his first meeting, agreed to formalize or locate a listing of the club requirements for RED BADGE
members to move to BLUE BADGE membership. The listing will be distributed to our new members and administered by
the Sergeant at Arms!

LOOK for the arrival of GOLD BOWED SEATING soon at Morning Star Rotary!

Yours truly,
Tom Mohr, Chairperson

Submit Your Baby Photo!

The membership Committee is looking
for baby pictures of our members for
the Rotary Baby contest.

Pictures must be turned into the
membership committee no later than
the last meeting in November! All
pictures should be NO OLDER THAT
FIVE YEARS OF AGE! Please dig into
your archives and give your picture to
Tom Mohr.

Thank you from the Membership
Committee!
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Membership Committee Notes
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HIGHLIGHTS
Board of Directors Meeting

FROM MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 11, 2007:

Program Committee
 •  Per Dave Cincera, programs are set through November,
including 5K recognition and a club assembly. There will
be a joint Thanksgiving Lunch Meeting on Nov. 21.

Membership Committee
 •  Two new members in process (later inducted).
 •  Clarified role of Membership Committee.

Youth Programs  - Board decided to leave it to the
committee to determine how many students to sponsor for
Camp Neidig.

New Business
 •  Sponsorship of District Golf Tournament - Board
approved $250 donation from club discretionary fund,
primarily to support Butch Macri’s efforts.
 •  Breakfast Format - To discuss possibility of buffet
format some weeks. (Later agreed with Kirkland to have
one buffet monthly.)
 •  Steering Committee of Community Leaders - Joan
Paul attended the meeting.
 •  Buddy System - Desty Bonstein is working on this.
 •  Resignation - Regretfully accepted resignation of
Dee Elliott.

FROM MEETING HELD OCTOBER 2, 2007:

Treasurer’s Report
 •  5K Race info reflects only the income and expenses
which have run through Morning Star rather than CCA.
 •  Approved re-issuance of check to HANDS, which they
never received.
 •  Approved $100 to support Rotary International’s float
for the Rose Bowl parade.

5K Race
 •  Per Tom Kolepp, there were 541 registrants and about
500 actual runners.
 •  Preliminary financial information indicates that we will
be able to donate the $7,000 to Special Olympics, with
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some money left over for recipients mutually agreed by
Morning Star and CCA.
 •  Positives: timing and scoring were perfect; race bags,
shirts and volunteers were great, especially our new
members and Rotaract.
 •  Areas for improvement: maps in race bags, more race
bagsat Aardvark, port-a-potty location and servicing,
logistics with cars and setup, problems with strollers,
speakers not loud enough, wheelchair cancellation.
 •  Tom will debrief the committee and CCA. After evalua-
tion, will discuss with membership to determine direction
for next year.

Committee Reports
 •  Youth Programs - Our exchange student is doing better,
and there is an increased interest from potential out-bound
students.
 •  Salute the Troops Concert - primary focus is now selling
tickets and filling the seats.
 •  Fellowship Committee - working on Holiday Party, and
will coordinate other events with Membership Committee.
 •  Spaghetti Dinner - will be Friday, Feb. 1 (before Lent).

Old Business
 •  The resignation of Kay Schweyer has been put on hold
pending investigation of her Paul Harris status.
 •  We will have one buffet breakfast monthly, as agreed
with Kirkland Village.

New Business
 •  Resignation of Sarah Kunert from the Board -
accepted with deep regret. (Sarah will still be a member.)
 •  Rotaplast Auction - Need donated items.
 •  Fundraising Events - Discussed labor requirements
relative to financial return. Yard Sale benefits have been
diminishing. We need to look at new fundraising opportuni-
ties, such as Paddle Boat events suggested by Rich Hyde.
 •  Community Involvement - Pres. Ron would like more
club members visible in hands-on community projects (like
Habitat for Humanity or a soup kitchen), and suggests
establishment of an annual “Rotary Day of Giving”. More
discussions will be held in the future.


