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Spaghetti Dinner
FEB. 20 • 5-8 PM

BETH. AREA VO TECH
Please join us for this fun fundraiser! See the

flyer on page 2.
Sign up at a meeting or contact Dot Ouelette to

help: set up, serve, cook and/or clean up. Your
support in selling (or buying) tickets will help us
fund our community service grants:

ArtsQuest/BananaWORKS - $1,000 for a
summer employment program that pairs inner-city
youth with Banana Factory artists to create com-
munity arts projects on public building through
murals.

Ballet Guild of LV/PA Youth Ballet - $1,000
for the new “Moving Words” project, part of the
“Discover Dance” outreach program,

Illick’s Mill Partnership - $2,500 to replace a
dilapidated door that overlooks the native plant
garden with a new, operable, code-compliant glass
door.

Hope to see you there!

A December to Remember

B’days • Calendar • Board ... 5
Successful Fundraisers ....... 5
Programs • Meeting Resp. ... 6
Board Highlights .................. 7

BILL JAHN APPROVED
AS D.G. NOMINEE!
Congratulations to Bill Jahn, who was ap-

proved as District Governor Nominee for District
7430! We look forward to a wonderful year, and
Bill will need support from all of us.

Dean Donaher’s
Classification Talk
described (and displayed)
the many hats he has worn.

While some lyrics to
“The Twelve Days of Rotary”

were updated, we kept
“Tom Mohr in a Fish Tie”.

Rick Santee and the
Liberty Accappela Choir
entertained us.

Thanks to Charlotte Hartmann-Hansen for photos!



 

BBBeeettthhhllleeehhheeemmm   MMMooorrrnnniiinnnggg   SSStttaaarrr   RRRoootttaaarrryyy   

SSSpppaaaggghhheeettttttiii   DDDiiinnnnnneeerrr   
Friday, February 20, 2009 
 (Snow Date: Friday, February 27, 2009) 

555:::000000   pppmmm   tttooo   888:::000000   pppmmm 

 

PPPLLLAAACCCEEE:::  Bethlehem Area Vocational-Technical School 
                 3300 Chester Avenue  (near Freedom H.S.) 
 

CCCOOOSSSTTT:::   Adults:  $8.00 
                 Children (under 10):  $4.00 

Tickets Available at Door 
 

MMMEEENNNUUU:::  Spaghetti (with or without meatballs) 
                    Fresh Garden Salad  
                    Buttered Garlic Bread 
                    Dessert 
                  Soft Drinks           

 
Proceeds to Benefit: 

2008-2009 Grant Recipients: 
ArtsQuest/Banana Works 

Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley/PA Youth Ballet 
Illick’s Mill Partnership 
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PRESIDENT’S
LETTER
Dear Fellow Rotarians,

The beginning of each calen-
dar year is a time for reflection
and goal setting.  Perhaps you’re
among the 40% or so of Ameri-
cans who consciously make New Year’s resolutions.
Among the top resolutions made each year are:

• Spend more time with family
• Get fit
• Be more charitable

Those apply to me (whether successful or not), and I
suspect many of you would agree.

As Rotarians, we share a strong commitment to hu-
manitarian service, both financially and through
volunteerism.    Over the past 3 months, our club has
disbursed $4500 in community grants, $5200 for
Bethlehem Special Olympics and almost $7500 in support
of homeless veterans at Victory House.  Those impressive
financial contributions resulted from hundreds of man-hours
of member effort.  Add to that the hard work of our
members supporting the Youth Exchange Program, the joint
Golf Outing with the Downtown club (which is also a major
fund raiser), Camp Neidig, Rotary Foundation programs
and the Annual Spaghetti Dinner, and you see what we can
accomplish together.  And this is not an exhaustive list of
service programs in which Morning Star members (you
know who you are) play a significant role!

Looking ahead, Morning Star is facing new challenges
in order to maintain our support for humanitarian programs
at historical levels.  The economy will work against us in
2009, and we need at least one new fund-raising program;
the Program Standing Committee is aggressively looking at
possibilities.   More Fellowship Work Projects are also a
goal, and have the extra benefit of that fellowship compo-
nent we all enjoy.  Together we can accomplish a lot, and
I’m confident that we’re up to the task.

So, go ahead and give yourself a pat on the back for
accomplishing a lot in 2008, and let’s join together to make
2009 equally successful.

Yours in Rotary,
Pres. Dave

CLUB ELECTION
RESULTS

The following members will serve Morning Star Rotary
for the 2009-2010 Rotary year:

Board of Directors:

President: Jim Santanasto

President Elect: Don Scanlon

Vice President*: Eileen Dunn

Secretary: Val Walk

Treasurer: Cheryle Russo

Past President: Dave Cincera

Directors:
  Through 6/30/09: Mike Long

Don Scanlon
Harry Tachovsky**
Gretchen Vakiener

   7/1/09-6/30/10: Susan Burnett
Erica Kicska
Rick Santee
Ginny Wolkoff

In addition, Russ Pacala will serve as Sergeant at Arms,
which is now an elected position.

* Vice President is a new position established by the new
club bylaws. The Vice President for 2009-10 will serve as
President Elect in 2010-2011, then as President in 2011-
2012.

** Serving out term of Eileen Taff, who had to resign
from the Board but remains a member of the club.
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Good day to you my dear friend
As in the past please once again forgive me for the delayed
response. I have been away from home since end of September
on building jobs and recently on an adventure journey with a
school of 180 kids over a three week period in the bush and on
the river. I returned home for the first time on Friday 5th
December and have today made time in an unforgiving schedule
to go through my mail. I am pleasantly surprised by your mail
and I am making it a point to answer yours first:

With regards to the computer project, I have made regular
visits to the classroom earlier this year and am really pleased
to report that the project is receiving high priority treatment at
the school. The classroom has been neatly outfitted with new
curtains and carpets and the school is trying to raise funds for
an air conditioning unit. When I do visit the classroom,  I must
relay to you that it is a very satisfying experience to watch
these children working on these computers. It gives a person
such a great and intense feeling of achievement because these
children are truly making use of every opportunity to learn and
improve their skills. It is also so great to see the enthusiasm
portrayed by their two tutors. The general atmosphere and
morale in this school among staff is not very good because as I
told you at the beginning of the project, they have to work
under difficult conditions and also with very little and no
supporting materials. The two tutors for the computer room are
very happy with their working environment now and are really
putting in an extra effort to attain software and other materials
to help tutor these underprivileged kids. This project has truly
brought a remarkable feeling of hope and excitement to the
children of this school. It is also evident from visits by PTA and
other members of the community that this project has touched
the hearts of the broader community especially the parents of
the scholars. We have received praise and good compliments
from many leaders in the community and Rotary has truly been
recognized for this.

We are currently working on our second project which is
to purchase a school bus for a disabled school which has been
established in our town. There is a young girl named Liddy
Moolman who is the daughter of a local businessman. She was
a vibrant and healthy child until she was injured in a car
accident during her mid teen years. She suffered severe brain
damage which is permanent and had to be taught all the basic
human functions again. She persisted however to study as soon
as she was able to read again and although being severely
disabled , she managed to complete her high school education
after a few years. She has subsequently also completed a
tutoring qualification to work with physically and mentally
disabled children.

Liddy‘s commitment , perseverence and selflessness in
her current condition to care for disabled children in the
community has sparked a shocking truth to our community. She
discussed her dream with her parents that she feels gifted to

Cradock Project Update - email from Marcel West to Bill Jahn
help other disasbled children to gain an education. Her parents
have supported her in this regard and after much negotiations
were able to aquire a classroom at a training centre in town to
establish a school and day care centre for disabled children of
our town and surrounding farming communities. Shockingly the
school hosts more than 24 children in less than 12 months as
more children are now being brought by their parents. These
children suffer from different disabling conditions such as
paralyses, post traumatic disorders and various common
syndromes. It has shocked us as Rotarians to realize that there
are so many children in our community and they are not
noticed or cared for. This school has opened the eyes and
hearts of  our community and they now have a little school
where they are cared for. They play and listen to stories and
their teachers show them new and interesting little things every
day. These kids wait exitedly every morning to be picked up for
school and are truly sad when they have to return home.

I‘d like to just tell you the story about one of the kids; he
was a normal playfull little toddler when his mother was
brutally murdered in front of him by his father. The boy
suffered such severe shock that he stopped speaking on that day
and because of being poor he never received proper counsel-
ling or treatment. This boy is now a teen himself but still
severely disabled. From being at the school for a few months
the boy has made such tremendous improvement that he is
starting to learn to speak again. This is heartbreaking and soul
touching to witness. IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THESE THINGS
CAN HAPPEN RIGHT ON OUR DOORSTEP AND WE
DON’T EVEN NOTICE?? I am truly moved by what is happen-
ing in this little school. They are struggling to fianancially
survive and are very dependant on volunteers and donors.

As the Cradock Rotary Club we have decided to try and
help by doing and MG project to purchase a school bus to help
transport these kids to and from school and for other
occassions as well. The school children are currently being
transported by and old bus availed by a local church. It is not in
good condition neither suitable but its all they have. The bus
will however also be made available for other purposes like
transporting terminally ill cancer patients to specialists etc.
There are many local organizations rendering humanitarian
services who we will then be able to assist also. The primary
goal however is to assist Liddy‘s school.

Bill,  thank you for being a great support for our commu-
nity. I truly appreciate your friendship and kindness and also the
fact that we are maintaining contact. I wish you well on
becoming Dg and I just know you‘re the man for the job. Guys
like you are what  makes our Rotary world stay alive and well. I
hope we will be able to meet again soon.

Sincerely
Marcel - Cradock  South Africa



Morning Light  •  Jan.-Feb. 2009  •  Jan.-Feb. 2009 Page 5

Officers & Directors
2008-09

PRESIDENT

Dave Cincera ............. davcin@rcn.com

PRESIDENT-ELECT

Jim Santanasto ........... mainstreetpr@gmail.com

SECRETARY

Val Walk ..................... val@btcu.org

TREASURER

Cheryle Russo ............ cheryle.russo@pnc.com

PAST PRESIDENT

Ron Helmuth ............. ron.helmuth@rcn.com

BOARD  MEMBERS

THROUGH  6/30/09:
Eileen Dunn ............... eileen.d.dunn@wellsfargo.com
Mary Matz ................. wilmarmatz@verizon.net
John St. Clair ............. jbstc@rcn.com
Chuck Uhl .................. chuckuhl@earthlink.net

7/1/08 - 6/30/10:
Mike Long ................. mike@longfuneralhome.com
Don Scanlon .............. dscanlon@scanloncpa.com
Eileen Taff ................. taffe@slhn.org
Gretchen Vakiener ...... g_vakiener@yahoo.com

www.morningstarrotary.org

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

JANUARY . . .
 10 Tom Mohr
 14 Rosemary McDonald
 16 Tom Mohr
 20 Rosemary McDonald
 20 Janet Sipple

FEBRUARY . . .
   1 Charlie Incalcaterra
   5 Don Scanlon
 16 Dick Roberts
 22 Russ Pacala

Calendar
Jan.  1 ........ NO MEETING

Happy New Year

Jan.  6 ........ BOARD MEETING - at PNC Bank

Feb.  3 ........ BOARD MEETING - at PNC Bank

Feb.  20 ...... SPAGHETTI DINNER
BAVTS - see page 2

Feb.  27-28 . PETS (Pres. Elect Training)
Radisson, King of Prussia

Apr.  4 ........ DISTRICT ASSEMBLY
LCCC

Apr. 24-26 .. DISTRICT CONFERENCE
Willow Valley (Lancaster)

Jun.  10 ...... DISTRICT CHANGEOVER
Brookside CC, Pottstown

Jun. 21-24 .. ROTARY INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE
Birmingham, England

Success!  5K RUN,
SALUTE the TROOPS,
and Salvation Army

BELL-RINGING
The Morning Star Rotary 5K run raised $5,285 for

Special Olympics. Many thanks to Tom Kolepp, the
committee, and all who helped.

Our “Salute the Troops” concert raised $7,435 for the
new veterans’ wing at Victory House. We appreciate all
members who sponsored and/or sold (or bought) tickets.

Also, Morning Star volunteers who rang the bell for
Salvation Army at Christkindlmarket raised over $600.



ROTARY RESPONSIBILITIES
GREETER SGT. @ ARMS $2/WEEK INVOCATION INTRODUCTIONS

Jan.    1 ........................................................ No Meeting - Happy New Year ..................................
Jan.    8 ......... Susan Burnett ...... Robin Metzler .. Gretchen Vakiener .. Stan Vasiliadis ......... Joan Paul
Jan.  15 ........... Tom Kolepp ......... Mary Diggs ....Karen Montgomery ... Ron Helmuth .......... Tim Brion
Jan.  22 ..........  Lori Gregalis ...... Susan Burnett ...... Dot Ouellette ...... Ginny Wolkoff ......Deb Cummins
Jan.  29 ..........  Eileen Dunn..........Jeff Kicska ...........Mary Diggs ........... Mike Long ...... Barbara Garrison
Feb.    5 ..........  __________ ....... __________ .......  __________ ....... __________ ........ __________
Feb.  12 ..........  __________ ....... __________ .......  __________ ....... __________ ........ __________
Feb.  19 ..........  __________ ....... __________ .......  __________ ....... __________ ........ __________
Feb.  26 ..........  __________ ....... __________ .......  __________ ....... __________ ........ __________
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MEETING PROGRAMS
Program Chair:  Jim Santanasto - mainstreetpr@gmail.com

JANUARY 2009

Jan.   1 NO MEETING - HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Jan.   8 CLASSIFICATION TALK by Dan Frost

Jan. 15 NORTHAMPTON COUNTY HISTORICAL
& GENEOLOGIC SOCIETY
by Colleen Lavdar

Jan. 22 AMERICAN DIABETES ASSOCIATION by Lauren Wiley

Jan. 29 CLASSIFICATION TALK by John Kintzer

FEBRUARY 2009

Feb.   5 VICTORY HOUSE by Pat DiLuzio

Feb.  12 RED TO BLUE BADGE GRADUATION

Feb.  19 GRANT RECIPIENTS

Feb.  26 CAMP NEIDIG

MARCH 2009

Mar.   5 PPL ELECTRIC UTILITY RATES by George Lewis

www.morningstarrotary.org

Sign up at meetings or on-line!



HIGHLIGHTS
Board of Directors Meeting

FROM MEETING HELD DECEMBER 2, 2008:

Treasurer’s Report
 •  The balance is $14,313 at November 30.
 •  5K net results are still being calculated.
 •  Salute the Troops concert raised over $7,000 so far,
benefiting Victory House. Some proportion of future
concert profits will be used by Morning Star to fund other
local organizations.
 •  Invoices will be required for writing of checks.

Standing Committee Reports

Club Operations
 •  Jim Santanasto and the Nominating Committee to name
a slate of officers and directors for the 2009-10 club year.
Election will be December 18.
 •  Board approved new By Laws, with thanks to Don
Scanlon for preparing the revision. Club members to vote
on new By Laws on December 18.  (No vote on new club
Constitution, since it is set by Rotary International.)

Membership
 •  Holiday Party will be Dec. 11 at Chess ’n Checkers,
with a voluntary Stocking Stuffer donation for Victory
House.
 •  Jointly with LV East club, we will have a fellowship
evenet at an Iron Pigs baseball game (third base “Party
Porch”) on Friday, July 17. Up to 60 tickets will be
available at $35 per person, whcih includes the ticket, food
and soft drings. Rick Santee and Janet Kolepp are making
the arrangements.

Service Projects
 •  The Spaghetti Dinner is scheduled for Fri. Feb. 20 at
the Vo-Tech.
 •  Discussed various fundraising ideas. Suggestions
included selling items at a Cmmunity Event/Festival; a
Valentine’s Day flower sale; a Race Night; and a wine
tasting party. A list of Dist. 5190 projects was shared.
 •  Pres. Dave noted that Bethlehem Rotary Club is
interested in a joint fundraising project.
 •  Pres. Dave will addess the need for an additional
fundraising project at an upcoming club meeting. An
important issue is getting the leadership for a project.
 •  The status of Casino Night is uncertain. The committee
met one time - Mike Long will check status.
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Rotary Foundation
 •  On-Air Auction on Dec. 6. Morning Star donated spon-
sorships plus auction items with a value of over $4,200!
Proceeds will be split between Rotaplast and Polio Plus.
 •  The Blue Piggy Banks will be set out once a month at a
club meeting to collect change for Rotary Foundation.
 •  The distribution of Rotary Foundation “points” will be
changing, since inactive members will lose their points after
June 30, 2009. Board approved a motion to offer all
members the opportunity to earn a 100 point match for a
$100 donation to the Rotary Foundation this Rotary year.
(4400 points available.)

Old Business
 •  The board enthusiastically and unanimously endorsed Bill
Jahn’s application for District Governor.
 •  Liability Insurance for Officers and Directors will be
renewed at the current coverage level.

New Business
 •  Pres. Dave will poll the membership regarding interest in
reserve a Hospitality Suite at the 2009 District Convernce to
be held April 24- 26 at Willow Valley Resort (Lancaster).
 •  Pat DiLuzio extended an invitation to Morning Star to
hold a meeting at Victory House. Dave will speak with Jean
and Ron Searfoss to determine the feasibility of holding a
meeting there.

Subsequent Event:
December 18 Voting -
 •  Membership approved the new club By Laws.
 •  Membership unanimously approved the presented slate
for the 2009-10 Rotary year:

President Elect: Don Scanlon
Vice President: Eileen Dunn
Secretary: Val Walk
Treasurer: Cheryle Russo
Sergeant at Arms: Russ Pacala
Directors: Susan Burnett

Erica Kicska
(2 additional to be
elected in Jan.)


